PSM Before Paul Adams ---
	Providence St. Mel has an interesting history before Paul Adams came here. 
	PSM is the result of the combining of Providence High School for girls and St. Mel High School for boys. They were separate and independent schools originally. 
	Providence High School for girls was a work of the Sisters of Providence, a Catholic order of sisters founded by Mother Theodore Guerin, who was recently (2006) made the 9th American saint in history. A huge picture of her is at the foot of the main stairs at PSM. 
	St. Mel High School for boys was named after St. Mel, who was said to be a nephew of St. Patrick and helped his uncle to evangelize (share Jesus with) Ireland. The school was staffed by the Christian Brothers, a Catholic service organization. 
	After 25-30 years, around 1955, each school had over a thousand students. 
	By the 1960's the departure of many Chicago families to the suburbs resulted in far lower numbers at both schools. In 1969 the names and schools were combined in the Providence High School building (the current PSM building) and the school was renamed:
Providence St. Mel School. 
	Three years later, in 1972, a new principal arrived at PSM --- Paul Adams, a civil rights campaign participant in Alabama who couldn't get hired in education in Alabama because of that.
	In 1978 continuing money problems (due largely to "white flight" to the suburbs) led the Roman Catholic Church of Chicago to close Providence St. Mel that year.
	Paul Adams was determined to "find a way or make one" and keep the school open. He reopened it that Fall, 1978, as an independent Christian school. 
	Mr. Adams and the school were especially helped by special, wonderful help in the form of a very inexpensive, generous sale of the building by the Sisters of Providence, led by Sister Loretta Schafer (whose picture hangs at the base of the main school stairway). Additionally, many Sisters of Providence continued to serve as teachers in the school for many years. 
	But with Paul Adams as the President of the new, independent school a new era had begun. 
	The next question was whether it could survive. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	It faced challenges so big they were matched only by Paul Adams' and the staff's dreams and determination. 
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