



Syllabus for English  ---   Third Semester, 2013                       
Ted Boswell --- Room 304, 773-772-4600, ext. 3401 --- boswellt@psmnow.com
Goals: Experience a diverse selection of print and non-print texts.

Develop critical reading, writing, speaking and thinking skills.


Communicate ideas and opinions creatively and clearly.


Increase vocabulary.


Practice academic English for writing and speaking.
Content: Reading, analyzing, understanding, feeling poetry, non-fiction, short stories, essays, books.


    Analyzing and applying academic English grammar. 


    Writing a research paper.


    Analyzing and mastering vocabulary.


    Communicating opinions and respecting others' opinions. 


    Experiencing and producing creative writing. 
The Context of Providence St. Mel's Overall Objectives ---

       This course's aims and content are designed to further the overall objectives of Providence St. Mel:

1. To provide an educational program which will prepare students for further academic work & careers. 

2. To develop in students basic skills in critical reading, writing, thinking and problem solving. 

3. To provide an educational program which encompasses both remedial and advanced courses. 

4. To challenge each student to attain his/her fullest poetntial.

5. To maintain a standard of excellence through consistent evaluation and update of both curriculum and 


instructional methods. 

6. To create and maintain a community atmosphere based on mutual respect and concern between and 


among students, faculty, staff, and administration.

7. To instill in students a sense of pride in their accomplishments and  the determination to overcome 
obstacles. 

8. To instill in students personal discipline and self-direction.

PSM Honor Code and Expectations ---

       This class operates within the honor code and expectations explained in the handbook:

       "The rules and regulations which appear herein [in the student handbook], as well as day-to-day instructions from faculty, staff, and administration, are developed to give expression to the philosophy on which PSM is based: maximum development of the student --- academically, socially, emotionally and morally. Thus it is expected that all students will comply with instructions, both verbal and written, given them by members of the PSM faculty, staff, and administration. These instructions apply when students are in the building, on the immediate grounds of the school, and/or representing the school on any trip or function. Language that is respectful and conducive to the academic setting is expected to be used by everyone during school and school associated events.  Failure to comply with thee directives may result in disciplinary action or dismissal of the student. Parents are expected to support policies and procedures of the handbook. Administration reserves the right to perform a search that is deemed reasonable to ensure compliance of rules and the safety of students and staff. 
       Furthermore, in keeping with the school's philosophy which states that '...the more development of our students....(is) a central concern of r us at Providence St. Mel....,'we declare that a PSM student does not lie, cheat, or steal.  Those who engage in such actions may be subject to disciplinary action and/or forfeiture of the privilege of attending PSM."
Mr. B's Expectations ---

I am confident that each of my students can do well, if they choose to and work hard. I expect you to be actively engaged in class, to participate, to try whatever is asked. It's my goal for each student to feel comfortable to express their opinion and to take risks and make mistakes. It's my goal for students to feel free to ask questions, & let me know if they're uncomfortable for any reason. 

Required Materials   ---   First checked on SECOND DAY OF CLASS
1.
Pens (blue or black, and one red) 

2.
Two pocket folder to neatly hold all handouts & student work. (Must be able to hand it in.)


3. Clean edged paper or paper that can be quickly detached with a clean edge to hand in.

4. Texts:   For students entering Junior year --- Redemption, by Nicolas Lemann 







     (Required PSM summer reading for them.) 
     

 For students entering Sophomore year --- The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini








               (Required PSM summer reading for them.)
Classroom Rules for Success --- Start with Mr. B's Four Be's

1.  Be on task ---When the class begins, be in your seat, with any due assignments already handed in,  and be ready to begin work on the arrival assignment. Looking for paper or pen or book, etc. is NOT ready. Tardies may be issued for those not in their seat, quiet, and starting work on the arrival assignment at the bell. (Note: Stay in your seat throughout class unless instructed otherwise.) Additionally, STAY on task—Keep your focus on what is happening or being done in class at all times. Any  work from other classes that is on out on your desk will be confiscated and given to that teacher to receive a zero.  Finally, stay on task 'til the bell, don’t pack up until the bell rings.


2.Be respectful ---  of others, their views, and beliefs, and for the course material. No put downs of others, no harassment (see handbook), no laughter at others, no non-verbal disrespect (looks, gestures). This also means not distracting (by faces, gestures, noise, in any manner), but rather helping others stay on task.  Don’t laugh at others receiving guidance, correction, discipline.

3.Be quiet --- Raise your hand for permission (to speak,  move, etc.) Do not speak (or whisper) without permission. If someone else speaks to you, ignore them, don’t reply. If Martians are landing or  the teacher’s hair is on fire, blurt it out. Otherwise...no. Also get permission to leave seat. And if the teacher raises his hand, instantly become quiet, please.


4.Be your best ---  We believe in hard work, effort, getting help, determination, keeping on. 

Additionally, 


5.All grooming items remain in your pocket or bag. Items out in class I’ll take for  the day.


6.Keep the aisles clear. If it won’t fit under your desk, don’t bring it to class.


7.If you are bored and/or tired and want to sleep --- sorry.  Also no head down on the desk/arms, nor eyes kept shut without permission. Sleeping merits a referral to the Dean of Students. If you are having a hard time staying awake, request to stand at the back of the room. It helps.

8.I’ll follow the PSM Consequence Continuum.
For inappropriate behavior I will follow the Providence— St. Mel consequence continuum, which is outlined as follows: 1st offense – verbal warning from teacher, 2nd offense – a written request for the student to meet with the teacher, a call home to notify parents, a class cut if student skips the requested meeting, 3rd offense – referral to the Dean of Students. The continuum usually starts over each school day, but with persisting problems may be adjusted to begin with a teacher request. For more details see pages 6-7 in the student handbook.

9. Each week you receive a 5 point participation grade. This is based on your speaking in class, being on task, having needed materials each day, following directions, etc.
Homework and Classwork:  Learn to do it right. It’s a fourth of your grade.
Note that the easiest path by far is to do the assignments promptly and hand them in on time. The work will be done, late if not on time, and if late will get only 50 percent credit if completed and turned in directly to Mr. Boswell by the beginning of class the day following its due date. After that the work must still be done but the student will only receive 20 per cent credit. Why not put the same time and energy in sooner rather than later and thereby avoid both detentions and less credit?  
Students whose grade average in my class is below 80% and have a late assignment will likely receive a teacher request and a call or email notification will be made to the student’s parent. 

Projects will lose 25% credit per day late. 
Unless directed otherwise, homework assignments must be in one of the homework boxes before the bell rings. If not, it is late. Plan ahead. 
----- No name? 20% off.  

----- No homework questions copied or attached? 10% off. 
---- Missing, inaccurate or incomplete heading on the first answer page? 10% off. 
---- Late homework (not in box by bell): 50% off. 

            ---  Turned in after bell, up to beginning of class the next day.
REMEMBER “THE MATHMATICS OF ZERO.” (4 assignments with scores of 93-93-93+0 result in [average out to] a lower score than 4 assignments of 73-73-73-73.)
Class normally begins with an arrival assignment. You are expected to be working on this when the bell rings – that means that when the bell rings you will have pen, paper and any needed text out on your desk when the bell rings, and other materials already under your desk.  If not, you can receive an unexcused tardy, or points off your participation grade. Arrival assignments will be checked and/or graded on an unannounced basis, so you should always do them. Always start by putting your heading on the arrival assignment. You will not be allowed to put it on at collection time. It is ok to put more than one arrival assignment on a page. I can sort that out easily. If your arrival assignment not done or incomplete, you may be assigned to finish it and turn it in after school that same day. Note that if you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about missed arrival assignments and do them. You’re responsible for their content. 

In case of an unexcused absence, school policy will be followed. Although you will not receive credit for missed homework, you must finish readings and assignments missed within the appropriate time (you have the number of days absent to make up your work). You must get notes from a fellow student—you are responsible for the information and assignments you miss in class!

In case of a normal excused absence for a whole day, you will have as many days as the absence to make up your work. YOU must take the initiative to get missed assignments from me or other students, and to get notes from a fellow student—you are responsible for the information you miss in class! I will not track you down. This is your responsibility.  
Written assignments should be neat,  have a complete and clear PSM heading in proper order, and be on clean-edged loose-leaf paper (unless otherwise assigned). PSM heading is your name, teacher name, class (Jesus or JOH is ok), , date, and assignment “name,” in that order.  Write it in the upper left or, if space is limited there, horizontally across the top. If the assignment name is not clear create any name that identifies it, e.g., “Pg 12 Q’s 1-5”, “Q’s on Matt. 2”, “Israel Map”, etc. A vague assignment name like “Homework” or “Arrival Assignment” or “Questions” is insufficient.

Homework must be done in complete sentences unless otherwise noted by the teacher or in the assignment. The appearance of written assignments is part of your grade, and tends to create “unconscious extra credit.” (Research has shown this.) Papers I cannot easily read due to difficult handwriting will be returned for recopying or typing. 

Incomplete...poorly executed or presented assignments may be returned to the student and need to be resubmitted as late work. 

Any arrival assignment may be collected, so always do them on paper that can be turned in.  No need to ask whether an individual arrival assignment will be collected. It’s always possible. Always do Arrival Assignments on paper you can turn in. 
Students may do EXTRA CREDIT to improve their grade. See Mr. Boswell’s handout on extra credit options. 

Quizzes and Tests   ---   There will be quizzes and some will be unannounced. You should do all of your reading assignments and pay attention in every class as if you might be quizzed on the material.  Some quizzes may be “open notebook”, so keep your class notes updated and accurate. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a reliable classmate. There will 2 tests, longer and harder than a quiz and worth much more. 
Exam   --- The Final Exam will cover all material from the first quarter. The second quarter exam will focus on material from the second quarter, but also will include some material from the first quarter.

Field Trips   ---  If a fieldtrip is scheduled, it is meant as an important part of your learning. If you are unable to attend, you must make up the experience of the fieldtrip with an agreed upon alternative.

Cheating   ---   “Cheating is considered a serious matter at PSM. If a student copies another student’s work or if a student gives another person his/her work, it is considered cheating. It is also considered cheating if a student makes eye contact or verbal contact with another student, has a book open, or has notes or slips of paper visible during test/quiz time, unless it is approved by the teacher. If cheating occurs, the teacher will write a referral and give the student a zero. If students are caught copying the work of another student, both students will receive referrals. Conversations regarding the questions/answers on future tests or quizzes are considered cheating and are forbidden. Any comparative/collaborative work being done in the hallway will be considered copying and/or cheating. This includes talking about exams in the hallway.”
 
Cheating is unacceptable. Any cheating will result in an automatic zero for the assignment and a referral to the Dean of Students. Do not cheat on classwork, homework, tests, quizzes, or exams. You are responsible for your own work. You may point someone to where to find an answer, or get pointed there by someone else, but homework should be your own work in the final product. Simple giving or getting answers from another student is cheating. I am available for help if you need more help. Write out your own answers in your own words. Word for word copying is cheating, as is simply copying someone else’s answers but changing the wording. 
Plagiarism --- Plagiarism is unacceptable, and results in both a zero on the assignment and a referral to the Dean of Students. Quotes should have quotation marks at their beginning and end. Merely changing some words or phrases in material does not avoid plagiarism. If in any doubt, consult teacher.
Quarter Grade   ---   ¼  homework and class work, ¼  projects, ¼  tests & quizzes, ¼  quarter exam

Grading Scale:


       A+=97-100 --- 4.5 (pts)   A =93-96 --- 4.0

       B+=88-92 --- 3.5               B =83-87 --- 3.0   


       C+=78-82 --- 2.5              C =73-77 --- 2.0


       D+=69-72 --- 1.5              D=65-68 --- 1.0
      

       F  =below 65 --- 0.0

YOUR FIRST HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT ---


Take this syllabus home, read it, have a parent or guardian review it. They and you must both sign the slip at the end. Tear off or cut off the slip and turn in only the slip. 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS --- FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME ABOUT THE COURSE OR YOUR STUDENT.   Phone: 773-772-4600, ext. 3401. If I cannot answer, leave a message and I’ll return your call.   E-mail address: boswellt@psmnow.com






Cut or tear here

-------------------------------  ----------------------------- --------------------------- ----------------------------------------
SYLLABUS AND INFORMATION SHEET   ----   Third Semester English, 2013
1. Student Signature   ___________________________________________________________

          Printed Name   ___________________________________________________________

2. Parent/guardian signature   _____________________________________________________



           Printed Name   ____________________________________________________________
